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miscellany, I beg pardon for trespassing bo much upon your 
pages, which ought to be filled with more sterling and appro- 
priate matter than the crude farrago of any itching writer, 
whether " APowysian," who " makes much ado about nothing," 
or, Sir, your obedient servant and constant reader, 

Jan. 10, 1822. A CoRNAviAN. 



II. HAMBURGH, OR TREVA. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CAMBRO-BR1TON. 

Mr. Editor, — I had formerly in my possession a splendid 
Dutch Atlas, which, so far as I can recollect, was upwards of 
a hundred years old, and wherein Treva was inserted instead 
of the present name of Hamburgh. This is the only instance of 
my ever seeing that city so called ; and I am very anxious to 
be informed, through the medium of the Cambro-Briton, 
from any of its readers acquainted with the geography of 
Germany, whether so remarkable a name be still known, or 
used in the neighbourhood of that city, or by any people in the 
north of Germany ; or in what ancient authorities it is to be 
found. 

The reasons for my inquiry are, that the Historical Triads, 
published in the former volumes of your interesting publication, 
represent the Cymry as having originally come to Britain from 
that part of the continent ; that Denmark was historically known 
by the appellation of the Cimbric Chersonesus, or, as we should 
call it — Pcnryn y Cymry ; that the Wendi of Lusatia, on the 
northern banks of the Elbe, still speak a sister dialect of the 
Welsh; and lastly, that Treva, as a Welsh word, is, literally, 
a translation of Hamburgh. 

Hanesai. 



III. ORIGIN OF LANGUAGE.— WELSH LETTERS. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CAMBRO-BRITON. 

Mr. Editor, — Logomachy is not my object; but the re- 
marks in your last on my letter were rather of this character *. 

* Dewi i» wrong, if he supposes, that a war of words was more onr ob- 
ject than bis : we had no other intention than to defend the position, which 
he had attacked. "We now insert his rejoinder to our reply, and, even un- 
der this disadvantage of two to one against us, have no objection to leave 
the case to the reader's judgment.— Ed. 
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Perhaps I was not strictly correct in the use of ,<ome terms ; 
but my meaning, I think, might, without any mistake, be col- 
lected from the whole. By elements and materials of speech, 
the same thing was meant by me, as was meant by the author 
of the Essay, by " simple elements, which," he says, " al- 
though incapable of expressing the various ideas, that subse- 
quently thronged into the human mind, formed the simple, yet 
solid, basis, upon which the grand superstructure of human 
speech, in all its splendid and majestic varieties, was progres- 
sively reared." Indeed, in the very place, where the terms oc- 
cur, a clause to explain them is added, " as many as were at 
first necessary." And those, materials formed the " perfect 
speech" mentioned in another place, — perfect, inasmuch as it 
was adequate to all the wants of man in Paradise : my letter 
attached to it no other perfection. — Enough of this. Any dis- 
pute about mere terms I most willingly waive. Things rather 
than words should be the subject of discussion and inquiry. 

I have long wished to see some of the characters in our al- 
phabet altered. To these double letters, dd, ll, no, ch, I 
would add, ph and th, which have as distinct a sound as 
any of the other letters. Of the substitution of Z for DD, as 
in Owen's Dictionary, I do not much approve. These double 
letters, double according to the present orthography, should 
partake of something of the form or shape of the simple ones 
from which they are derived. Some new characters might be 
invented, or borrowed, from those found in the CoeUrrm y Beirdd, 
with some little alteration in their form, more accommodated 
to the conveniency of printing. How much more concise and 
elegant would the language appear, were every simple sound 
conveyed by a single character. I would ask this question to 
my countrymen — what sort of tool is the best ? that which is 
heavy and ill-shaped, or one that is light and neatly construct- 
ed, and, at the same time, sufficiently strong for the purpose ? 
There is scarcely any one in use, either by the husbandman or 
the mechanic, that has not been much improved since first in- 
vented. What would be said of him, that would prefer' a cum- 
brous instrument, the invention of a rude age, to one rendered 
more useful by the various effects of improvements ! Let some 
of your learned and sensible correspondents, Mr. Editor, in 
conjunction with yourself, contrive something that may claim 
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the distinction of being clearly an alteration for the better. 
And, if my countrymen be obstinate and pertinacious, as yon 
seem to apprehend, let them bear the shame of continuing the 
use of what is cumbrous and unsightly, in preference to what 
is handsome and well formed. Nothing sacred can be consi- 
dered as connected with our present characters. They have 
not the privilege of antiquity. They are not British, but bor^ 
rowed from the Romans. They have not the sanction of uni- 
form custom, having undergone several changes. Why then 
retain them, if a real improvement be offered, since they hav« 
nothing to recommend them to our attachment? 

Your's, &c. Dewi. 



IV. WELSH MSS. IN LONDON. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CAMBRO-BRITON. 

Sir, — Feeling much anxiety for the success of our litera- 
ture, but unfortunately possessing little power to forward it, 
I submit the following ideas to the lovers and promoters of so 
patriotic and praiseworthy an object as the collection and pre- 
servation of Cambrian records. Were I competent to under- 
take it, I would willingly perform, myself, what I trust will 
not be thought an unworthy task by those who possess more 
time than I do, and who have an advantage, which I have not, 
namely, an extensive knowledge of the language of the coun- 
try. But to the point— as every paper or work, connected 
with the ancient history, manners, customs, and battles of our 
fathers, is daily becoming more interesting, I now submit, that; 
since in London and its vicinity, particularly in the parishes of 
Lambeth and Bermondsey, there are residing a number of 
Welsh families, who may have in their possession documents 
or books which may throw a light upon the past days of 
glory;— 

When the red dragon never spread his wing 
But in the flight to victory : when the men 
Of Powys and of Gwynedd, in the bonds 
Of patriotism joining, swept to earth 
The proudest lance of England, when her halls 
Rang with the sound of noble minstrelsy :— 

and, as the major part of these people are in humble circum- 
stances, on which account H is more than probable, that such 



